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THANDA ISLAND
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Welcome to Thanda Island, an exclusive island paradise.

Lying 33km east of Tanzania, resting in the Indian Ocean between 
the African mainland and Mafia Island, Thanda Island is a private 
island resort situated within the Shungimbili Marine Reserve.

An exclusive island in the Indian Ocean

T
handa Island —

 Paradise Found

Accessible by boat from Mafia Island or direct from Dar 
es Salaam International Airport by helicopter, the island 
is a luxurious and elite escape from the stresses and 
complexities of modern life.

On Thanda Island, we take a ‘less is more’ approach. The 
waves lap the shore under the East African sun and time 
passes a little slower.  Here is where you reconnect: with 
nature, with your loved ones, with yourself.

Thanda Island is owned by Christin and Dan Olofsson 
and they, along with their team, are attentive custodians 
of this incredible island sanctuary.

Total SeclusionTT —
Winner WW of The oo WoWW rld's Leading rr
ExEE cxx luscc ive PrPP irr vii avv tett Island in the II
27th Annual WoWW rldrr TrTT arr vel ee Awaww rdsrr
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Your private island escape
Thanda Island is offered in its entirety for your own exclusive use.

The island’s remote location assures privacy. A discrete and dedicated team 
of support staff, housekeepers, guides and spa therapists will ensure your 
every need is taken care of and an executive chef is also on hand for all 
catering requirements.

4

The Villa has five beautifully appointed suites that open 
directly onto the beach, accommodating ten adults 
with additional beds available for children.  It is a home 
away from home, with all the comforts and amenities 
one could require.  On the other side of the island, two 
traditional open-air Tanzanian Bandas can accommodate 
a further eight guests or these two-storey beach chalets 
can be used to vary your accommodation during your 
stay.

Sea Leopard and her Captain are at your disposal for 
short excursions, sunset cruises and fun days in the sun.  
The 82-foot Sea Leopard can accommodate eight people 
in four suites, comprising two master doubles and two 
twin cabins.

US$ 45,000 per night
Minimum five-night stay

T
handa Island —

 Paradise Found

All fees and taxes are covered, including the Conservation and Marine Park Levies and 
18% local tax. Gratuities, curios and other requests of a personal nature are not included.

Rate is inclusive of 18% local tax. Charter of helicopter and/or Sea Leopard 
is subject to availability. Conservation and Marine Park levies, as well as 
gratuities, curios and other requests of a personal nature are not included.

From USD 33 300 per night
Minimum fi ve-night stay

The Villa has five beautifully appointed suites that open 
directly onto the beach, accommodating ten adults 
with additional beds available for children. It is a home 
away from home, with all the comforts and amenities 
one could require. On the other side of the island, 
two traditional air-conditioned Tanzanian Bandas can 
accommodate a further eight guests or these two-storey 
beach chalets can be used to vary your accommodation 
during your
stay.
Sea Leopard and her Captain are at your disposal for 
short excursions, sunset cruises and fun days in the 
sun. The 82-foot Sea Leopard can accommodate eight 
people in four suites, comprising two master doubles 
and two twin cabins.
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Situated in Tanzania’s Shungimbili Island Marine Reserve, which 
is the largest in the Indian Ocean, the waters surrounding Thanda 
Island are home to Whale Sharks, five species of turtle, dolphins 
and an abundance of colourful marine life.

Shungimbili Marine Reserve
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Thanda Island is committed to conservation of the coral 
reefs and the oceanic environment, and our own marine 
biologist is working on a number of of local initiatives. 
We have partnered with Tanzanian Marine Parks and Sea 
Sense on a range of marine conservation and education 
programmes in the region, and are proud to have seen 
Green Turtle hatchlings on our own shores.

Swim with whale sharks
From October to March, enjoy an up-close encounter 
with the gentlest giant of the ocean; the Whale Shark. 

Often regarded a once-in-a-lifetime experience, your 
meeting with a Whale Shark can help international 
conservation programmes.

Photo identification of the Whale Sharks is used to study 
their feeding, migratory and breeding patterns and any 
photos you take of the Whale Sharks near Thanda Island 
can be uploaded to ecoocean.org and whaleshark.org.

Our marine guides are equipped with GoPro cameras to capture your experience.

Thanda Island is committed to conservation of the coral 
reefs and the oceanic environment, and our own marine 
biologist is working on a number of local initiatives. We 
have partnered with Tanzanian Marine Parks and Sea 
Sense on a range of marine conservation and education 
programmes in the region, and are proud to have seen 
Green Turtle hatchlings on our own shores.

Swim with whale sharks
From October to March, enjoy an up-close encounter with 
the gentlest giant of the ocean; the Whale Shark.

Often regarded a once-in-a-lifetime experience, your 
meeting with a Whale Shark can help international 
conservation programmes.

Photo identifi cation of the Whale Sharks is used to study 
their feeding, migratory and breeding patterns and any 
photos you take of the Whale Sharks near Thanda Island 
can be uploaded to ecoocean.org and whaleshark.org.



Snorkelling
There are several sites for snorkelling adventures around 
the island and our guides can show you the best spots. 
Snorkelling is a great activity for guests of all ages, whether 
experienced or novice. Marine turtles are frequently 
sighted, along with plenty of other exciting marine life.

Scuba Diving
Our accredited dive partners at Chole Bay on Mafia Island 
offer scuba trips for divers of all levels. The Mafia Island 
Marine Park has the most spectacular reefs in sub-Saharan 
Africa, with turtles, stingrays and many colourful fish.
Depths at local dive sites vary from 11 to 27 metres, 
with an average visibility of 15 metres.

Big Game Fishing
Take a fishing expedition with Thanda Island’s professional 
guides in our 28-foot reef runner catamaran. Seek out iconic 
catch-and-release species or bring home the ‘catch of the 
day’ for our chefs to prepare for your lunch or dinner. 

Sailing, Paddling, Kayaking
Explore the reefs around the island by kayak, sailboat 
or stand-up paddleboard. If you’d like a more authentic 
experience, try navigating the trade winds in an Arabian 
fishing dhow.

Water Sports
When the weather conditions allow, Thanda Island is a great 
location for water skiing, wake boarding, jet skiing and tubing.

Water Activities
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Other Activities & Excursions

Everything you need to enjoy the splendour of the Indian Ocean

Island Excursions
Spend a day visiting the neighbouring Mafia or Mbarakuni 
Islands or head out to the sandbank for an unusual picnic 
spot. The legendary spice island of Zanzibar is also within 
reach with its market town, museum and restaurants.

Sea Leopard
Step aboard the 82-foot Sea Leopard for an evening cocktail 
cruise and front-row seat to the sunset.

Yoga
Sun salutations on the beach at Thanda Island will elevate 
your inner peace and put a whole new spin on your yoga 
routine. Perfect the poses with your personal instructor.

Big Game Fishing
Take a fi shing expedition and seek out iconic catch-and-release 
species or bring home the ‘catch of the day’ for our chefs to 
prepare for your lunch or dinner.

Sailing, Paddling, Kayaking
Explore the reefs around the island by kayak, sailboat or stand 
up paddleboard. If you’d like a more authentic experience, try 
navigating the trade winds in an Arabian fi shing dhow.

Water Sports
When the weather conditions allow, Thanda Island is a great 
location for water skiing, wakeboarding, jet skiing and tubing.
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Arriving
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International guests can fly directly to Julius Nyerere International 
Airport in Dar es Salaam. Upon landing, the Thanda Island team will 
escort you from the tarmac to our six-seat helicopter for your 35-minute 
flight to the island. Alternatively, fly from Dar es Salaam to Mafia Island 
in a fixed-wing plane and then transfer to Thanda Island by boat.

However you choose to arrive, the destination is breathtaking.

Awaiting Fixed Wing 
Plane image



Facilities
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Banda Facilities

Extra Beds Yes

Fans  No – natural ventilation,
fans may be added on request

AirCon Partial

Mosquito Nets Yes

Bath No

Indoor Shower Yes

Outdoor Shower No

Minibar Yes

In-room Safe Yes

WiFi Yes

Laundry Yes

Island Facilities

Number of Villas 1 (5 suites)

Number of Bandas 2

Children All ages

Check-In By arrangement

Check-Out By arrangement

Swimming Pool Yes

Mobile Phone Yes

WiFi Yes

Laundry Yes

Credit Cards All major credit cards

Spa Treatments Yes

Keep Fit  Full gym facilities,weights and cardio

Villa Bedroom Facilities

Extra Beds Yes

Fans Yes

AirCon Yes

Mosquito Nets Yes

Outdoor Bath Yes

Indoor Shower Yes

Outdoor Shower Yes

Minibar One main bar

In-room Safe Yes

WiFi Yes

T
handa Island —

 Paradise Found

All the facilities, activities and highlighted amenities are included.



Al Fresco BBQ & Cocktail Bar

Bonfire Pits

Breakfast Boma (outside area)

Traditional Pizza Oven

Cigar Humidor

Glass Rim-Flow Pool

Copper Beach Baths

Treatment Spa Beds

Sea Fish Aquarium

Piano & Guitars

Air-conditioned Gym

Floodlit Tennis Court

Table Tennis

Yoga Sala

Stargazing

Sailing Boats

Deep Sea Fishing Boat

Fishing Equipment

Reef Snorkelling Boat

Jet Skis

Kayaks/Stand-up Paddle Boards

Wakeboards/Tubes/Water Skis

Beach Volleyball Equipment

Party Pavilion Tent

Bird Walk

Helicopter Pad

Arabian Bedouin Tent
& Furnishings

Bose Music Amplifier 
(wireless to your phone)

Extensive Ernest Hemingway 
Book Collection

Snorkelling Equipment 
(scuba diving on request)

Outdoor & Indoor Games 
for Children

Additional Facilities & Features

Facilities
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All the facilities, activities and highlighted amenities are included.



Climate
Thanda Island enjoys a beautifully warm and tropical climate 
with year-round temperatures averaging 28°C to 31°C.

We receive approximately 1,800mm of rain each year, and 
this falls in two specific seasons. The ‘long’ rains come late 
April to May and the shorter showers come in November – 
these are usually followed by a burst of sunshine, bringing 
about a wonderful freshness to the environment. 

Thanda Island lies across the trade winds and experiences 
the northeast (Kaskazi) and southeast (Kusi) trade wind 
seasons. The Kaskazi starts at the end of November and 
lasts into February, and the Kusi winds are strongest in 
June and July. 

Cuisine
From ocean-fresh fish and seafood to beef, game and poultry 
dishes as well as vegetarian options, Thanda Island’s cuisine 
is as fresh as it gets and is tailored to your individual tastes.

Our chef will contact you ahead of your visit to discuss 
your preferred menu options and care will be taken to 
cater to all necessary dietary requirements. 

We take great pride in serving up local produce and our 
culinary expertise spans from traditional Tanzanian cuisine 
to European flavours and Asian fusions.

From tropical fruit breakfasts by the pool to romantic 
candlelit dinners on the beach and large-scale family feasts, 
we can do it all. 

All food and drink, including a selection of wines, spirits, 
champagnes and cocktails, are included. Additional options 
are available on request for a supplementary charge.

Currency
The currency on the Island is USD, however, guests should 
bring Tanzanian Shillings for excursions and activities off 
the Island.

Vaccinations & Visas
Thanda Island is in a low-risk malaria area, however, 
malaria is endemic throughout Africa. There are a number 
of prophylactics available and we recommend that our 
guests seek advice from their physician prior to travel. 

For information on vaccination requirements, please visit
www.tanzania.go.tz

For Visa information and requirements, please visit
www.immigration.go.tz
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 The power of nature The power of nature The power of nature The power of nature The power of nature The power of nature The power of nature The power of nature The power of nature The power of nature — — — — —
Thanda Island looks beyond the Thanda Island looks beyond the Thanda Island looks beyond the Thanda Island looks beyond the Thanda Island looks beyond the Thanda Island looks beyond the Thanda Island looks beyond the Thanda Island looks beyond the Thanda Island looks beyond the Thanda Island looks beyond the Thanda Island looks beyond the 
grid for its power and is entirely grid for its power and is entirely grid for its power and is entirely grid for its power and is entirely grid for its power and is entirely grid for its power and is entirely grid for its power and is entirely grid for its power and is entirely grid for its power and is entirely grid for its power and is entirely grid for its power and is entirely 
sustained by the sun.sustained by the sun.sustained by the sun.sustained by the sun.sustained by the sun.

 T he power of nature —
Thanda Island looks beyond the 
grid for its power and is mostly
sustained by the sun.


